
THE STOURBRIDGE DASHER: 
HOW TO BRING BRIERLEY HILL
BACK ONTO THE RAILWAY MAP

Pre Metro has been promoting 
a passenger service from 
Stourbridge Junction to 
Brierley Hill. Utilising existing 
freight lines, a passenger link 
would be hugely beneficial 
to many people and local 
businesses.

By utilising one of the two 
existing heavy rail lines 
between Stourbridge and 
the Round Oak Steel Works, 
Pre Metro could provide a 
dedicated passenger service, 
segregated from the heavy rail 
freight based traffic that would 
help our customers to access 
places like Amblecote, Brettell 
Lane, Merry Hill and Brierley 
Hill town centre.

With the Midland Metro 
linking Brierley Hill from the 
Dudley side, there would be 
excellent connectivity from 
mainline heavy rail services at 
Stourbridge Junction through 
to Light Rail Metro services at 
Brierley Hill. 

The investment required to 
provide this link is minimal, 
with infrastructure works 
predominantly revolving 
around segregating the two 
existing operational lines, with 
one for the continued freight 
usage and one for passengers 
using our proposed VLR 
system.

Preliminary high-level 
estimates have been prepared 
for the capital works required 
to enable a segregated 
service to operate. These 
range from £13.5m to £16m 
and can be refined upon the 
conclusion of further work and 
the finalisation of a detailed 
service specification.

A broad estimate of the 
annual cost of operating the 
proposed rail passenger 
service between Stourbridge 
Junction and Brierley Hill 
would be approximately £2.5m 
if we utilise a next generation 
light rail vehicle.

The service could also help 
to support the reintroduction 
of the Pensnett Branch Line 
(near Bretell Lane) at a 
later date. This means that 
Russells Hall hospital could 
later be serviced through the 
establishment of this route. 
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THE BENEFITS OF THIS PROPOSED SERVICE

Our proposal has been 
supported by local 
MP’s Suzanne Webb 
(Stourbridge) and Mike 
Wood (Brierley Hill) as well 
as WMCA Leader Andy 
Street. The obvious link 
here with the 2040 West 
Midlands Metro and Railway 
map means that this 
service can enable Dudley 
multimodal connectivity. 

In 2020, we interviewed 
local businesses and 
passengers on this potential 
passenger service with 
Oakham Research. Results 
suggested that 87% of 
locals would use the 
‘Stourbridge Dasher’; with 
at least one in ten using the 
service daily. 

Our most recent third-round 
bid to the DfT’s ‘Restoring 
Your Railway’ campaign 
received feedback stating 
that this service was a 
suitable candidate for 
funding from the WMCA’s 
City Regional Sustainable 
Transport Scheme (CRSTS), 
with strong regional and 
local context

The first obvious benefit is 
the restoration of patronage 
within Dudley through 
reliable, frequent, and eco-
friendly VLR.

The proposal would 
assist the WMCA in 
meeting its strategic 
planning and transport 
objectives and would 
supplement other regional 
environmental proposals 
such as proposed Clean 
Air Zones and Low Traffic 
Neighbourhoods.

Not only will this take traffic 
off of busy local roads, 
like the A461. It will also 
encourage a modal shift 
by connecting with the 
Midlands Metro light rail by 
bringing Brierley Hill back 
onto the railway map. 

The service will encourage 
interregional tourism with 
easy access to Merry 
Hill and the Waterfront’s 
hospitality and leisure 
section. This will help 
to regenerate the local 
economy and make it easier 
for families to visit.

With the £10 million 
Brierley Hill Town Centre 
transformation and £1.8 
million Heritage Action 
Zone funding, this 
service will support any 
redevelopments. The 
Waterfront offices will also 
have a direct link via the 
railway, enabling greater job 
opportunities for residents 
and those living further 
afield.

As well as this, the 
proposed service could 
lead to the development of 
numerous brownfield sites 
alongside the line for new 
housing and commercial 
purposes. 

Should the service succeed, 
it will also prove to many 
transport planners and 
local authorities that single-
carriage light rail vehicles 
can be introduced to 
provide short feeder routes 
to the wider railway network 
at substantially lower 
costs. This could in turn 
enable support for more 
developments across the 
country.


